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Education as a process is the means by which human beings are
changed from what they are to what they may become.
One of the greatest problems facing all of us today is the evalua¬
tion of educational aims, content, and procedures. No one can evaluate
properly that which he possesses unless he sees it in historical perspec¬
tive, He m^xst know "whence it came and whither it goeth," Prophetic
vision for the future depends upon a thorot^h understanding and intelli¬
gent interpretation of the past. No one can play a successful part in
developing the educational system for the future xxnless he knows: (1)
how changes in man's physical, social, economic, and political environ¬
ments have changed his philosophies of life; (2) how changed philosophies
of life have changed his educational needs; (3) how changed educational
needs have changed his conception of education; (It) how changed educa¬
tional conceptions have altered the content of the curriculum, methods of
teaching, and school practices in general.
The study of the educational system of any people must take cogni¬
zance of their physical, social, and political backgrounds, for their edu¬
cation is usually influenced by what their leading thinkers conceive to be
necessary for adaptation to these conditions. In order to evaluate the edu¬




resultant educational theories as formulated by their best minds*
The history of educational thought is far more inclusive than the
history of educational practice. Practice often lags behind theory;
much theory has not yet been put into practice, Accoii5)lishments usually
fall short of aspirations. The most coitplete and truest picture of a
people's education is to be found in their ideals and aspirations; not
what their education was like in the ways of adms, types, agencies, con¬
tent, organization and methods, but what their understanding thinkers
thought their schools should be like in these respect — that is the
significant thing.
Any study of the history must necessarily be broawier than itself;
it could just as well be called the history of civilization. Even the
history of educational practice is essentially a phase of the history of
civilization. But the true history of civilization is not found in the
history of its schools or its educational ideals. The highest level of a
people's civilization is reached in its spiritual aspirations and not in
its material accoiiplishments, great as these may be. The educational con¬
ceptions and ideals of a people provide a clearer estimate of the civiliz¬
ing forces at work among that people. From them we are able to form a bet¬
ter picture of their society and of the general standards of life and char¬
acter which they may consciously attained or toward which they consciously
strove,
A study of the history of educational apsirations
is one of the best approaches to a knowledge of
^Imer Harrison Wilds, The Foimdation of Modem Education
York: Rinehart and Con5)ajny, Inc,, l^^d), p, 3.
(New
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the development of civilization.
History must be presented, not as an accumulation of results or
effects, a mere statement of what happened, but as a forcefijl, acting
thing. The motives — that is, the motors must stand out. To stvidy his¬
tory is not to amass information, but to use information to constructing
a vivid picture of how and why men thus and soj achieved their successes
2
and came to their failures.
Throughout the course of history, education has been a matter of
much public concern. The Ordinance of 178^ provided: ‘'There shall be
reserved the Lot Nuniber Sixteen of every township for the maintenance of
3
public schools within the said township,"
Evolution of the Problem
This problem grew out of the writer's Interest and concern in
knowing the trends and changes that have occurred in the development of
Negro education in Shelby County, Tennessee, during the period of 186^-
196^, The researcher is a resident of Meir^jhis, Tennessee, and is eir5)loyed
as a teacher in the Shelby County Public School System,
Contribution to Educational Knowledge
It is hoped that this study will reveal important information con¬
cerning the trends and changes in the development of Negro education in
Ibid,, p, 10,
2
John Dew^, The Child and the Curriculum and the School and Society
(Chicago: The University of Chicago tress, 1963), p, 151,
3
Kenneth Sorenson, A History of Education (New York: The Ronald
Press CoJiqjany, 19^5), p» 38,
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Shelby Covinty from 193U - 1965. Further, it is hoped that it will give
specific information concerning the historical setting of Negro educa¬
tion, enrollment trends, attendance, transportation, school plant faci¬
lities, expenditures, teaching personnel, curriculum patterns, and fi¬
nance in Shelby County, Tennessee Schools*
Statement of the Problem
The problem involved in this study was to trace the development
of Negro education in Shelby County for the period 1865 - 1965 focusing
attention on pertinent sociological changes, general facilities existing
in Negro Schools during this study, certain characteristics of the ad¬
ministration, staff and other personnel, outstanding lay personalities
associated with the growth and development of schools.
Purpose of the Study
The major purpose of this study was to present a portrayal of the
significant changes in the educational program which have taken place in
the Negro Public Schools of Shelby County, Tennessee, during the period
of 1865 - 1965 by answering these questions:
1. VIhat was the historical setting of Negro education in Shelby
County, Tennessee?
2. Who were the pioneers and what were their contributions to
Negro public school education in Shelby County?
3. What was the development of Negro public schools in terms
of organizational levels?
I4.. What was the development of plants and facilities for Negroes
in the public schools in Shelby County?
5. What was the trend in the status of the teaching personnel
in the Shelby County Schools?
6. What were the socio-economic factors that influenced the
development of public school education in Shelby County?
7. What is the future outlook for Negro education in Shelby
county?
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8. What have been the trends in enrollment, average daily atten¬
dance, and the per cent of attendance in the Negro schools
during the 1865 - 1965 period?
9. What have been the trends of pupil-transportation for Negroes
during the period of 1865 - 1965?
10* What have been the effects, or inpact of urbanization and
industrialization on the growth and development of schools
in Shelby County?
11* What have been the trends in the development of curriculum
programs in the Negro schools of Shelby County, Tennessee?
12* What have been the trends of financial support for education
in Shelby County, Tennessee during the period 1865 - 1965?
Definition of Terms
Significant terms used throughout the study are defined below:
1* “County School System" refers to the unit of public schools
within a political county, supervised and directed by its
own administrative personnel*
2* "Educational Personnel" refers to all teachers, principals,
and supervisors together with the superintendent and school
board members whenever possible*
3* "Curriculum Program" refers to a program involving the entire
school persoxmel designed to improve the essperiences of pupils
by modifying or improving any aspect of the school,
li* "Consolidated School" refers to a large unit which has been
made possible by the merger of two or more smaller school
units*
5* "Transportation" refers to the provision of buses either
owned by the School Board or paid for by the school board
which are used to convey pupils to and from school*
6* "Urbanization" refers to the processes and social structure
of persons living within the confines of a city*
Locale of the Study
This study was conducted in Shelby County, Tennessee and in Mem¬
phis, Tennessee*
Shelby County is situated in the Southwest comer of the State of
Tennessee* It is bounded on the north by Tipton County, on the east by
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Fayette County, on the south by the state of Mississippi and on the west
by the Mssissippi River, In area it contains about 700 sqviare miles.
Generally speaking, the land surface is either level or gently undiluting
and the soil is extremely fertile. Outside of the bottoms, at the lowest
points the La Grange sands out crop. There is a stratified mass of sand
mostly argillaceous and quite variable in color. Their thickness is not
known, and in them occur veins of lignite, as at Raleigh, The Grange
sandstone also appears at the slopes, at the bluff, and at the surface in
the eastern part of the county. Above all lies what is known as the Bluff
deposit or loes loam. This is a stratvim of fine siliceous loam, and is
usually of a light ashen yellow or blxiff color. In thickness it varies
from a few feet to about 100 feet, Memphis is built on deposit.
The surface of the county is interspersed with a few creeks and
small rivers, and the upland back from these creeks and rivers frequently
rests upon a bed of reddish fire brick clay. The water courses are as
follows: Wolf River, Loosahatchie, Big Creek, Nonconnah Creek, and
Bayou Gayoso.
Shelby County was named in the honor of General Isaac Shelby of
Kentucky.^
p
In describing the farm pattern in Shelby County, Taylor states:
In regard to the contract usual between the land
owner and the laborer, it may be said in staple farming,
but few pay money wages, but where this is the case, the
^Histo:^ of Tennessee (Nashville: The Goodspeed Publishing
Company, Ibb?), p. 797.
2
Alrutheus Ambush Taylor, The Negro in Tennessee (Washington,
D. C.: Th« Associated Press, 19Ul), p. 13^.
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laborer gets about l5 dollars monthly and his board
and lodging. The great majority prefer the share
system, in which the laborers get a house-room free,
but cook for themselves are charged with all pro¬
visions, clothing and cash dTumished to them. At
the end of the season they are credited with one-
half of the product of their labor. The land owner
in all cases furnish animals, in^jlements, seeds, and
feed for the animals, Shelby County was also ad¬
mirably adapted to truck farming and Men5)his supplied
an excellent market.
Day laborers, who maintained themselves were paid
from one to two dollars a day.
Scope and Limitation
This stvidy has been concerned with the period between 1865 - 1965,
This period was chosen because it marks the occurrence of the largest num¬
ber of significant events in the development of Negro Schools in Shelby
County, Tennessee,
Method of Research
A combination of the Descriptive-Survey and Historical Methods
of research, en^loying the technique of documentary analysis, was used
to collect the data for this study.
Materials
The materials used in this study were the official school records
in the superintendent's, principals' offices, P, T, A, minutes, and per¬
sonal interviews wherever indicated.
Subjects
The subjects involved in this study included the total educational




The following procedixral steps were used to achieve the purposes
of this study:
1, Permission to conduct this study was secured from the proper
school officials,
2, Literature pertinent to this study was reviewed,
3, Interviews were conducted with individuals wherever
indicated,
U. Official school records, reports, and memoranda were examined
and analyzed.
Official records in the Superintendent's office were examined
and pertinent data abstracted as indicated by the purposes
of the study.
6, Records of the Supervisors were reviewed,
7, The history of Tennessee was studied and analyzed to secure
basic and supplementary data about the schools in Shelby
County and the state of Tennessee,
8, The data derived from the examination and analysis of the
documentary sources and interviews were assembled in ap¬
propriate tables,
9, The implications, conclusions, and recommendations derived
from the data were formulated and incorporated in the finished
thesis copy.
Review of Related Literature
The literature pertinent to this study was reviewed by the writer
with special attention to the historical setting of educational systems
in the United States, particularly in the South, and aspects of these
systems including plants and facilities, teacher personnel, finances, en¬
rollment, and transportation. The initial section in review of related
literature is concerned with the background of public school systems in
the South as part of the total educational program in the United States and
the development of Negro education especially in this area as a foundation
for the institution of the educational system in Shelby County, The
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significant aspects of this literature are summarized in the following
paragraphs•
The historical method in this study of educational changes which
may not always be educational progress, need not be erratic and unrea-
1
sonable, but can be planned in the light of the past. To quote Knight:
A knowledge of the history of schools
and other educational agencies is an iiqjortant
part of the professional training of teach¬
ers; it seizes to present the educational
ideals and standards of other times, and it
enables different grot^is to avoid the mis¬
takes of the past.
The assunption that all education is perceived as the unification
of the multiple elements of social, historical, and philosophical forces
usually elicits educational programs which are analogous with the life
and conditions of society. As educational programs, therefore, cannot
be removed from the very forces that eventually shape its direction,
A general background of information presented in its socio-cul-
txiral context assists in bringing into focus the historical heritage
needs to provide an understanding of the con5)lexities within the school
organization operating as a competent part of the existing society.
The past decade has made a pivotal factor of great controversy.
Pressure groups, the family, the community, the church, and the govern¬
ment have all played a significant role in redirecting the educational
programs of our schools,^
E. W, Knight, Education in the United States (New York:
Prentice-Hall, I9U0), p, 169,
2
Norman C, Greenberg, "Social Foundations of Education," Peabody
Journal of Education, Vol, U2, No, 5 (March, 1965), p. 281,
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At length we come to the part which education should play in the
situation the writer has been considering.
We found in the Southern situation certain outstanding hinderances
to a bettexdng of civilization. Whether we think of these as hangovers
from an outworn past or as fear reactions in the face of oncoming chance
or as a foretaste of the approaching evils of industrialism, they seem
for present purposes to reduce themselves to two; first, an \inwilling-
ness on the part of the mass to think broadly and, second, a willing¬
ness on the part of the ruling majority to disregard the welfare of the
less privileged. When we come to the selfish ruling minority and its
willingness to limit unduly the opportunities of the rest, we think not
of one specific minority group but rather interms of varying minorities,
more or less overlapping, one unwilling to provide adequate public schools
and libraries, another unwilling to let the Negro live on just and eqxial
1
terms.
But the peculiar shortcomings of the Southern situation by no
means complete the tale. Education must face also those problems which
characterize our new civilization in general, specifically the task of
bringing our institutional life, both as to effective working and as to
intelligent justification, abreast of the ever shifting scene. For this
it seems clear that we must translate otir fundamental philosophic outlook
from an old and inadequate basis of static entities into a new system more
adequate to deal with shifting elements. The task is two-fold: to remake
William Heard Kilpatrick, Our Educational Task (Chapel Hill,
North Carolina; The University Press, 1930), p, 97,
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our institutions to fit the new demands, as they do not, and to think
through to a new philosophy which shall give the needed help in revising
our institutions while at the same time it serves to integrate our soul
in the perplexing new situation.^
When studying the development of a situation one needs to have
in mind the direction of which this development should take. The growth
and development of a nation depends to a large extent on its system of
education. There has always been awareness that education is a process
by which growth and development are attained by educators j and likewise
2
that change does not occur except in some direction.
3
According to Chaney, factors that influenced the growth of Negro
education are: Philanthropic agencies of educational foundations such as
the Peabody Fund, The Anna T, Jeans Fund, The General Board of Educaton,
Julius Rosenwald Fund, and the John Slater Fund, Others are: Legisla¬
ture enactments by various states as the Minimum Foundation program in
Georgia, One of the greatest factors in the development of Negro Educa¬
tion, however, is that of the eagerness of Negroes to aid in the develop¬
ment of educational system,
Julius Rosenwald's^ interest in rural Negro Schools dates back from
■^IbW., p, 99*
^Lawrence Terry, "The Development of Negro Education in Worth
County, Georgia” (Unpublished Master's thesis. School of Education,
Atlanta University, 1963), p. !•
3
Luther L. Chaney, "A Study of the Negro School System of
Meridian, Mississippi, 1923 - 1953” (Unpublished Master's thesis.
School of Education, Atlanta University, 19Sk), p. 6.
^Idwin R. Embree,
Brothers, 19U9), p» 29,
Inveslanent in People (New York: Harper and
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1912 as donor of small amounts to major contributions made for the im-
pirovement of educational facilities of Southern Negroes, During that
time it was difficult to know where Mr, Rosenwald's philanthropies ended
and the Fund began.
found that during the early stages of develop¬
ment, the primary level of public school instruction in Alabama was very
much disorganized; also there were no \miform textbooks. By 19^0, how¬
ever, textbooks were furnished free by the state through the sixth grade,
Henry's study also noted that in 1907 a law provided for the establish¬
ment of a high school in each county, but did not make provisions for
Negro high schools. It was in the year of 1913 that the first county
training school was established for Negroes in Alabama with the help of
the John F, Slater Fund,
The writer will now turn her attention to her state, Tennessee,
Tennessee contains within its borders a wealth of natural resources
which since the early years of the state our people have drawn upon it
with a lavish hand. Carelessness, exploitation, and waste, as well as
use, have led to a need for conseivation and protection of this wealth
that belongs to all the people of Tennessee, As a result of awakened
public opinion and government activity, our state is taking an active
part in the nation-wide conservation movement. The success of this move¬
ment i^ dependent upon an effective program of education, reaching all the
Indiana S, Heniy, "A Study of the Development of the Alabama
Public School System 1900-19148,” (Unpublished Master's thesis. School
of Education, Atlanta University, 19^0), p, 98,
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people in Tennessee,
The majority of the children of Tennessee have or will have frequent
contacts with other races. The 1930 census showed that the Negro popula¬
tion was approximately ten per cent of the total population of the state.
During the past twenty years, there has been a trend in the migration of
the Negro population toward urban centers in Tennessee as well as in
other sections of the country,
A study of the Negro as a citizen and his contribution to American
life is justifiable in this state on the grounds that the acquiring of
knowledge and appreciation of other people is basic to intelligent race ad¬
justment,^
While Tennessee made no provisions for Negro public schools in the
early years of the Reconstniction government, various cities anticipated
the activity of the legislature on the subject.
Efforts to establish a system of public education throughout the
state before the Civil War failed because there was not enough interest
among those who coxild establish such a system. When the war came, even
the private schools closed their doors. The men and boys had marched off
to war. The old men, women, and children who were left behind were hard
pressed to find food and clothes.
When the war was over, conditions did not improve rapidly, A war-
tom country had to be reconstructed. Farms must be restored to produc¬
tion, Houses must be rebuilt. Businesses must be re-established. There
was no money for schools. Yet, there were people who insisted that there
^Tennessee Education Bulletin (1937), p.
must be schools. It was true, they admitted that Tennessee was in a bad
condition. But how could the state ever again be prosperous and progres¬
sive without intelligent leadership? The boys who were now growing up
without education wovild soon be the men of the state.
In 1867 the legislature created the office of state supeidLnten-
dent of public instruction. It also voted a small tax for school pur¬
poses, Schools were to be opened wherever buildings were available. But
of course the amount of money produced by these taxes were too small to
support, many schools.
The new official was John Eaton, a former officer in the Union
Army, Eaton was a capable man and did some good in spite of the pre¬
judice against him and his program. His most important work was the
school survey he made and the report he prepared. He found that within
the state many comties were coTi5)lete3y without schools.
The United States census of I870 gave an even worse picture of
Tennessee than Eaton had reported. The percentage of illiteracy was in¬
creasing not decreasing. If this trend continued, observed the friends of
education, what would the future hold for Tennessee? Was Tamessee to be¬
come the most backward state in the Union? They resolved to increase their
1
efforts in favor of public education. And they made progress.
In October of I868, Civil District No, 12, Montgomery County, (in¬
cluding the city of Clarksville), organized a system of graded schools
for white and colored children, with an attendance of about $00, instruct¬
ed by ten teachers, A tax of $5,700 was levied upon the district. By
Joseph H, Parks and Stanley J, Folmsbee, The Story of Tennessee
(Chattanooga* Harlow Publishing Coip,, 1959), pp, 297-298,
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1873, practically every city and town in the state was supporting a public
school for Negroes,^
The review of related literature reveals some fundamental facts
concerning the education of the Negro in the South as given by Mr* Mor-
2
gan, Negroes have not merely been excluded from many aspects of the
American present, but also from the American past. History, school texts,
and American literature have ignored the Negro's presence or locked him
to the meaningless roles that are vestiges of slavery.
The mass of Negro Americans has not long been readers or writers.
Their education has come late and hard. Their spokesmen were unheard or
ignored or otherwise defeated by insurmountable obstacles deliberately
3
inqjosed and bolstered by their inaction and society's.
As further revealed, America is committed to the development of the
Individual, In fulfillment of this commitment, we have undertaken many
large services. One of these is free public school education for the child-
U
ren of all the people.
Summary of Related Literature
The above survey of the related literature may be summarized in
the generalizations which follow:
1, The physical features of the land and the natural resources
^Horace Mann Bond, The Education of the Negro in the American
Social Order (New York; Prentice-Hall, Inc,, 193k), p.
2
Charles Morgaui, Jr, "The Freedom to Read and Racial Problems,'
American Libraiy Association Bulletin (Chicago; Vol, 59, No, 6, June,
i965y,"?rOT:
Services for Young Chil'^i-gy' Educational Policies
p. 3,Commission (Washington, D, C,; December,
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which determine the type of crops, occupations, and in-
dustid.es of people as well as the traditional ideas and
social habits brought with them to America give rise to
economic and social institutions including the develop¬
ment of public schools in different sections especially
of the Southern states,
2, Factors that influenced the growth of Negro education are;
Philanthropic Agencies of foundations such as the Peabody
Fund, the Anna T. leans Fund, the General Board of Educa¬
tion, Julius Rosenwald Fund, and the John Slater Fund,
3, The 1930 census showed that the Negro population was ap¬
proximately ten per cent of the total population of the
state,
U. Tennessee made no provisions for Negro public schools until
after the Civil War,
5. In 1867 the legislature created the office of state super¬
intendent of public instruction, John Eaton was elected
State Superintendent,
6, A graded school for both white and colored was organized
in October 1868 in Montgomery County, Clarksville, Tenn¬
essee, By 1873, practically every city and town supported
a public school for Negroes,
CHAPTER II
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
Introductory Statranent
There is no such thing as perfection in an educational system,
since standards by which systems are judged vary widely and change rapid¬
ly, The needs of the children, their pre-school backgrounds; and the fi¬
nancial capabilities of the school district all must be weighed as school
systems - and individual schools are designed, expanded and changed.
By standards set by the State of Tennessee, the Shelby County School
System ranks high in physical plant, in qualifications of its teachers, in
the scholastic attainments of its graduates, and in other categories of
school programs, services, and arrangements, Shelby County policies con¬
template continued progress in these respects.
Admittedly, however,LShelby County cannot measure its educational
system entirely by state standards. Its graduates must compete with the
products of many different kinds of systems where the problems engendered
by an almost booming population are similarly encountered. Adjustments
to life and to institutions of higher education are considered most im¬
portant in Shelby County,
Present day demands on educational systems are much different from
those of fifty years ago, because the world has changed much, demanding
among other things more technical knowledge and training, Shelby County's
concepts of education, while adhering to the fundamental principles of
sound basic training, necessarily have changed with the times.
17
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Shelby County's educators have been encouraged to bring about
changes which contribute to the betterment of methods and equipment.
They have been encouraged to dev^op curricula to fit needs and resources
which are at hand. The results have been interesting and generally good.
Organization and Treatment of Data
The data for this research are organized and presented according
to race and according to separate school units. The development of pub¬
lic school system has been characterized by what is commonly known as
the "Dual System" of education. The "Dual System" requires by law the
separation of the two races. This separation involves facilities, teach¬
ing staff, and pupils. The separation of the white and Negro children in
the provision of educational opportunities has led to the fact that the
Negro child, his school, and until very recently his, teachers are the
first recipients of the uneqtialities meted out.
Therefore, this chapter is primarily concerned with the present¬
ation and analysis of data on the development of Negro Public School Sys¬
tem of Shelby County, Tennessee frem 1865 - 1965.
The data are presented under the following captions:
A. Introductory Statement
B. Origin and Early Development of Negro Education in
Shelby County
C. Analysis of Trends in Status of Teaching Pereonnel
D. Analysis of Trends in Plant Facilities
E. Analysis of the Socio-Economic Factors that Influence
the Development of Public Education
F. Trends in Enrollment
G. Trends in Daily Attendance
H. Trends in Transportation
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I. Trends in Curriculum Development
J • Interpretative Summations
Origin and Development of Negro Education in Shelby County
According to the history of Shelby County, little, if anything,
was done for public education in Shelby County before I870. During this
year, in accordance with the code of Tennessee and an act of Legislature
passed in July, 1870, the school population of the covinty was enumerated
in part, but as the school records are incoirplete a full history is un¬
attainable. So far as these records show, the school population was as
follows: In the first Civil District, white, U2U, Negro, 296, in the Sixth
District, white, Ul5, Negro, U22ii, in the Seventh District, white, 293,
Negro, 508, In the Ninth District, white, I4.32, Negro, ii20, in the thir¬
teenth District, white, 126, Negro, 388, in the Seventeenth District,
white, 58, Negro, U9. This enumeration included the youth between 6 and
21 years of age. In I87I the enumeration was continued and based upon the
ages 6 to I8, In the Third District, white, l65, Negro, 235, Tenth Dis¬
trict, white, I4.OI, Negro, 3U0, Twelfth District, white, l59, Negro, 266,
In the Ninth District, 5l3 attended schools and in the Tenth District, 3^1 -
268 white and 83 Negro pupils. In 1872 the following additional
districts made reports - Second District, white 207, Negro, 25l, Fifth Dis¬
trict, white, 236, Negro, 82, Eighth District, 20U white pupils, 2l8 Negro
pupils. In the Sixteenth District, white, 128, Negro, 270. In the Fif¬
teenth District reported 305 white children and 125 Negro children.
At the beginning of the year I886, the school population for white
males numbered 7,591, white females numbered 6,781, making a total of lU,378
white children. The school population for Negro children numbered 9,813
Negro males and 9,777 females, making a total of 19,950 Negro children.
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In 1886 there were ll;8 (one a stone structure and lU? frame struc¬
tures) in Shelby County, Tennessee, Seven frame schoolhouses were erect¬
ed during the year. The number of white teachers en^iloyed during the
year was 58 white females and 17 white males, while the number of Negro
teachers nuiribered 59 Negro males and 20 females, a total of l5U employed
in Shelby County at this time.
The number of pupils enrolled during the year was 10,556, of this
number 1,82? were white males and 829 white females. While the Negre males
numbered 3,270 and the Negro females numbered 3,679* The average daily
attendance was: vdiite pupils, U,l66 and the Negro pupils numbered 6,338,
a total of 10,50l: pupils. The average number of days taught was 120 days,
which means the pupils received only six months of schooling. The average
coB^jensation was $35*00 per month,^
School enrollment in I87O*— The data on school enrollment (ages
6-21) in Shelby County, Tennessee in 1870 are presented in Table 1,
The enrollment of white pupils ranged from a low of 58 in the Sev¬
enteenth District to a high of I|.32 in the Ninth District; whereas, the en¬
rollment of Negro ptpils ranged from a low of k9 in the Seventeenth Dis¬
trict to a high of 5o8 in the Seventh District,
The enrollment of white pupils was greater than that for Negro pu¬
pils in Districts: First, Ninth, whereas Negro pupils outnumbered -tdiite
pi:5)ils in the Sixth, Seventh, and Thirteenth Districts,
The total enrollment was white pupils,. 1,7^:8 and Negro pi^jils,
2,083, with a difference of 335 pupils in favor of'the Negro pupils enrolled
history of Tennessee-Shelby County (Nashville, Tennessee: The
Goodspeed Publishing Conqjany, 1887;, p* 843*
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TABLE 1
DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL ENROLUffiNT BY DISTRICTS AND RACE
FOR THE SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE,
1870
Ages 6-21








in Shelby County, Tennessee during the school year of 1870,
School enrollment in 1871,"~ The data on school enrollment in
Shelby County, Tennessee in 1871 are presented in Table 2,
The enrollment of white pupils ranged from a low of l59 in the
Twelfth District to a high of I4.OI in the Ninth District j whereas, the en¬
rollment of Negro pupils ranged from a low of 83 in the Tenth District to
a high of 3U0 in the Ninth District,
The enrollment of white pupils was greater than the enrollment for
Negroes in the Ninth and Tenth Districts; whereas, the Negro pupils out¬
numbered the white pupils in the Third and Twelfth Districts, The total
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DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY DISTRICTS AND RACE
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enrollment for the vrtiite pupils was 993 and the total enrollment for the
Negro pupils was 92k, with a difference of 69 in favor of the white pupils
enrolled in Shelby County, Tennessee during the year of 1871*
School enrollment in 1872 »■— The data on school enrollment in
Shelby County, Tennessee in 1872 are presented in Table 3*
The enrollment of white pupils ranged from a low of 128 in the
Sixteenth District to a high of 236 in the Fifth District} whereas, the
Negro pupils ranged from a low of 82 in the Fifth District to a high of
270 in the Sixteenth District, The enrollment of the white pupils was
greater only in the Fifth District} whereas, the Negro pupils outnumbered
the white pupils in the Second, Eighth, and Sixteenth Districts,
The total enrollment for the white pijpils was 775 and the total en¬
rollment for the Negro pupils was 821, with a difference of U6 in favor of
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the Negro pv^iils enrolled in Shelby County, Tennessee during the school
year 1872,
Pioneers and their contributions to Negro public school education
in Shelby County, Tennessee,— According to an inteiriew with Mrs. Saramie
E. James,^ a retired Shelby County School Teacher and the widow of the
late Dr, James, who resides on Shelby Drive gives this report: the first
school on Shelby Drive was a private school called Rankin School named for
a Mr. Rankin, His first name is not given, Geeter School was named for
Mr, Geeter, who gave the land on which the school is built. The first
Geeter School burned and was replaced with a Rosenwald building.
The following persons made contributions of service to the Shelby
County Schools: Mr, J, T, Johnson, Dr, Joseph W, Falls, Mr, Roddy, Mr,
with Mrs, Sammie E, James, June, I966,
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Guy Hoffman, the late Mrs. Elizabeth Townsend, the late Mrs, Mary Eliza
Bridgeforth, the late Mr, Nick Watkins and others whose.-names were not
available at this writing.
Levels of Training of Teacher Personnel
The data on the distribution of level of the training of Negro
teachers in Shelby County, Tennessee, 19h$ - 19^1 are presented in Table
The trend in the training of these Negro teachers is clearly shown in
this table.
The Negro teacher is the center of the problem of giving an educa¬
tion to the Negro children. Teacher demand among Negroes is not deter¬
mined by need, but by the practical considerations of a slowly expanding
system. The in5)rovement of personnel must depend upon a greater degree
of selection exercised in teaching training institutions with regards to
persons certified by them for teaching positions. The success of any
program of selection will depend upon the cooperation of public school
authorities with teacher training officials,^
Looking at the teacher personnel in 1886, we find there were more
Negro men teachers than there were Negro women teachers. In the school
term, 1922-1923, there were orfly three men teachers with college degrees
and 17 women teachers with college degrees. There were 32 Negro men teach¬
ers and 200 Negro women teachers eitgjloyed in Shelby County, Tennessee at
this time. The salary for Negro men teachers was $67.03 a month, and the
salary for Negro women teachers was $56,01 a month,
Eightieth and Eighty-first Annual Report of the Department of
Education to the General Assembly, p, 16,
TABLE U
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- h6 16 38 5 20 11 100 3 3lt 1 7 17 168
U7 - U8 -- 19 56 5 17 5 105 6 27 35 205
U9 - $0 1 0 28 72 It 36 6 92 5 21 Itlt 221
5o - $1 1 0 33 69 2 36 55 7lt 5 12 lt6 191
^1 - 52 2 0 33 80 3 lt6 3 59 It 12 lt5 197
52 - 53 3 0 lt2 101 3 lt5 2 55 1 11 51 212
53 - 5U 3 1 Ijlt 123 it It2 1 52 1 8 53 226
5U - 55 h 2 53 3it7 3 39 1 56 1 8 62 252
55 - 56 5 7 62 163 2 36 1 62 1 £8 71 276
56 - 57 5 10 62 177 2 ItO 1 51 1 7 71 285
57 - 58 k 11 66 190 3 lt5 2 51 1 6 76 303
58 - 59 8 13 82 209 9 56 5 lt2 3 6 107 326
59 - 60 10 15 92 2I1O 5 63 2 37 2 7 111 362
60-61 13 lit 96 363 3 56 2 56 1 6 115 375
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According to an interview with Miss Ethel 0. Miller,^ who is em¬
ployed as a fifth grade teacher at Geeter High School in Shelby County,
Tennessee gives this report:
In I92U, students who graduated from Manassas High School and
wanted to teach, these students could take an examination and teach.
Manassas was a county high school at that time. Now it is a city high
school.
The Negro men teachers with a master's degree ranged from a low
of 1 in the school year 19k9-$0 to a high of 13 in the school year I96O-
I96I} whereas, the Negro women teachers with a Master's degree ranged
from a low of 1 in the school year 1953-195U to a high of l5 in the school
year 1959-1960.
The Negro men teachers with a bachelor's degree ranged from a low
of 16 in the school year 19l;5-19U6 to a high of 96 in the school year
1960-1961j whereas, the Negro women teachers with a bachelor's degree
ranged from a low of 38 in the school year 19l|.5-19U6 to a high of 263 in
the school year I960-I96I,
The Negro men teachers with three years of college training ranged
from a low of 2 in the year 1950-1951; also the years of 1955-1956; and
1956-1957 to a high of 9 in the year 1958-1959; whereas, the Negro women
with three yeara of college training ranged from a low of 17 in the year
19ii.7-19it8 to a high of 63 in 1959-1960, The Negro men teachers with two
years of college training ranged from a low of 1 in 1953'rl95U, 195U-1955,
1956-1957 to a high of 11 in 19U5-19U6; whereas, the Negro women ranged
from a low of 36 in I960-I96I to a high of 105 in 19U7-19U8, The Negro
^terview with Miss Ethel 0. Miller, June, I966,
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men teachers with one year of college training ranged from a low of 1 in
1953-195U, 19^7-1958 and in I960-I96I to a high of 6 in 19U7-19U8j where¬
as, the Negro women teachers with one year of college training ranged
from a low of 6 in 19^7-1958, 19^8-1959, I96O-I96I, to a high of 3h in
19k$ - 19li6.
The number of Negro men teachers en^jloyed in Shelby County, Ten¬
nessee ranged from a low of 17 in 19U5-19U6 to a high of 11$ in I960-
1961j whereas, the Negro women employed ranged from a low of I68 in 19U5-
I9U6 to a high of 375 in I96O-I96I.
According to a Report on Shelby County Schools in 1958, several
factors have contributed to the difficulty of finding, training, and re¬
taining a sufficient number of con^jetent teachers for the needs of Shelby
County, These may be summed up asj
(1) The lure of higher salaries in industry.
(2) A population increase of nearly a quarter of a million in
20 years, and its attendant demands for the expansion of
the school system.
Much of Shelby County's population growth has been in the fom of
migration from rural areas of five states into the Menphis industrial
center. The move to suburban from the city itself also has been accen¬
tuated in recent years and shows no signs of diminishing. New residen¬
tial areas create new personnel and administrative responsibilities.
In addition, the Shelby County Board of Education^ grants aids to
teachers who make special study for self-in^rovement. Incentives are of¬
fered, too, for teachers who bring about iirgirovements in the system and
its methods.
^958 Report on Shelby Co^mty Schools, p, 9*
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Interest in the teaching profession has been stimulated by the
formation of the Future Teachers of America chapters in the county
schools#^
Shelby County principals and administrators recommend that the
number of required hours in professional education courses be reduced
from 36 to 2U quarter hours or I6 semester hours* It is the feeling of
Shelby County School administrators that such a reduction would allow
more intensive training in subject matter itself rather than in method,
Beisic method studies are in^jortant, but sometimes repetitive and over¬
lapping. The administrators feel that experience should supplant ex¬
cessive academic hours spent on studies of teaching methods. They be¬
lieve, also, that teacher training curricula should be more nearly a
product of close cooperation between college and public school officials.
Fringe benefits for teachers have been added in recent years. They
include participation in Social Society and retirement plans, hospital¬
ization insurance, group life insurance and a new sick plan. Studies have
been made of new increased hospitalization and life insurance benefit
plans for recommendation to teachers, with the Board of Education bearing
part of the cost of premiums.
This year, as school opened, 182 new teachers had been eTi5>loyed,
Of these, nine had the Master's degrees, lli2 had the Bachelors degrees,
lli had three yesu:s of college training, and 17 had two years of college.
Nine were teaching under permits as coir5)ared with 1$ the previous
year. Some of these pemit-teachers have degrees and several others are
scheduled to receive theirs shortly.
^Tbid., p, 11
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(It should be ejqplained here that in certain exceptional cases,
the State Commissioner of Education issues teacher permits to persons who
lack the required hours in professional educational courses but who are
otherwise qualified and who are recommended by the County Superintendent
of Education. The permits are valid only until June 30th following their
issuance).
Placement of teachers is done by a director of personnel, who con¬
ducts preliminary inteiviews before the applicant is interviewed by the
principal. Final selection is made after a conference between the person¬
nel director and the principal, and after both have interviewed and evalu¬
ated the applicant, Basic qualifications are experience, scholastic re¬
cord, liberal arts background, knowledge of subject matter, aptitude, Eng¬
lish usage, emotional stability, moral reputation, physical fitness and
poise.
Once a teacher is assigned, it becomes the principal's responsibility
to impart policies, traditions and general information and to help the new
teacher feel a part of the school. Individual initiative on the part of
each teacher is encouraged.
At each Shelby County school, the principal, is the key person in
charge of administration and coordinating all functions of his school.
Pupil assignment, grading materials, duties, general policies and
community relations all are discussed during a five-day period before the
school year starts. This discussion is followed by five-days of in-service
training during the year for improving teacher effectiveness. New teach¬
ers generally are assigned to work closely with experienced teachers to
increase their efficiency,
Shelby County teachers take part in professional educator's
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conferences, including those of the National Education Association and
the National Vocational Association, High School principals are members
of the National Secondar7 School Principals Association and elementary
school principals are members of the Elementary School Principals Assocai-
tion.
All administrators and practically all teachers belong to their
respective local, state and national professional associations.
In goaeral, Shelby County's teachers measure up to high standards,
partly because of the careful selection and supervision policies which
have been in effect for many years. The teachers are a dedicated group,
conscious of their real aims to do good performances.
Average annual salaries of elementary school teachers,— The data
on the distribution of the average annual salaries of Shelby County Teach¬
ers, 193^-1936 through 19li6-19U7 for elementary schools in Table 5*
The salary of the white male elementary teachers seem to fluctuate.
The annual salary ranged from a low of $ll4li3*60 in 1935-1936 to a high of
$2U00 in 19U5-19U6, After reaching a peak of $1771,1+0 in 1937-1938, it
decreased to a low of $11+50,00. After reaching a peak of $21+00 in 191+5-
I9I+6, it decreased to $1925 in 191+6-191+7i whereas, the salary for white
female elementary teachers started with a salary of $1266,80 in 1935-1936
and fell to a low of $lll+l+,80 in 1938-1939, and increased in 191+6-191+7 to
a high of $1809.10,
The salary of the Negro male teachers in elementary schools ranged
from a low of $627,60 in 1935-1936 to a high of $1809.10 in I9I+6-I9I+7.
The salary of the Negro elementary teachers increased each yearj whereas,
the salary of the Negro female elementary teachers ranged from a low of
$55J+.00 in 1935-1936 to a high of $1118,1+0 in I9I+6-I9I+7,
TA.BLE $
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEVEL OF THE AVERAGE SALARIES OF
SHELBI COUNTI ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
FROM 193U THROUGH Ipit?
Year White Men White Women Negro Men Negro Women
35 - 36 $lWO.60 $1266.80 $627.60 $55U.OO
36 - 37 1531.10 1297.10 631.70 573.10
37 - 38 1771.UO 1295.10 663.60 593.10
38 - 39 1625.00 lll;i;.80 665.80 613.20
39 - UO lii96.30 1333.Uo 695.60 6UI.IO
Uo - Ui lii85.00 1376.80 705.50 6U3.10
CM1 11^50.00 13U9.50 726.70 6U3.70
1|2 - li3 1650.00 13U8.70 813.50 708.30
h3 -hh 2025.00 1389.Uo 878.00 750.00
UU - U5 1881;.70 1662.80 1120.80 970.Uo
U5 -U6 2li00.00 1679.50 1158.00 1016.00
U6 - U7 1925.00 1809.10 1272.60 1118.Uo
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Average annual salaries of high school teachersThe data on the
distribution of the average annual salaries of high school teachers in
Shelb|‘ County from 1935-1936 are shown inr Table 6,
The average annual salaries of Shelby County white men teachers
ranged from a low of $1718,UO in I9UO-I9UI to a high of $25o5«90 in
I9U6-I9U75 whereas, the annual salaries of white women high school teach¬
ers ranged from a low of $1398.Uo in 19U2-19U3 to a high of $205U.30 in
19U6-19it7» The salary for Negro men high school teachers ranged from a
low of $79li.70 in 1936-1937 to a high of $llt92.10 in 19k6-19k7. The sal¬
ary of the Negro men high school men teachers increased each year after
1936-1937; whereas, the Negro women high school teachers started with a
low of $U77.29 in 1935-1936 and ranged to a high of $1363.20 in I9I16-I9U7.
Average annual salaries of the teacher personnel.— The data on the
distribution of the combined average annual salaries for elementary and
high school teachers of Shelby County, Tennessee, 19^7-1958 are presented
in Table 7#
First, it is to be noted that beginning with the school year of
I9U7-I9U8, the salaries of teachers were not reported according to level
but as a total group of teachers without designations.
In the combined averages for elementary and high school teachers,
the white men teachers' salaries ranged from a low of $2793.lO in 19U7-
I9U8 to a high of $3703.7ii in 1958, The salary increased each year for
white male teachers. The white women teachers' salaries raided from a low
of $2129.00 in I9U7-I9U8 to a high of $3U60.19 in 1957-1958, with a pro¬
gressive salaiy increase from year to year.
The Negro men teachers' salaries ranged from a low of $1686,80 in
I9U7-I9U8 to a high of $3329*72 in 1957-1958; whereas, the Negro women
TABLE 6
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEVEL OF THE AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARIES OF
SHELBY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
FROM 193U THROUGH 19li7
Year White Men White Women Negro Men Negro Women
35 - 36 11770.8^ $11+86.50 $805.82 $1+77.29
36 - 37 1720.80 11+71.1+0 791+.70 605.00
37 - 38 1721.00 11+68.60 850.00 585.30
38 - 39 1718.UO 11+30.20 883.60 629.00
39 •• Uo 171+1.20 11+67.10 928.80 630.30
ho - la 171+0.70 1398.1+0 91+7.30 689.1+0
Ul CM1 1781+.90 11+23.20 938.30 687.10
U2 - Ii3 2020.50 11+79.00 1126.50 766.90
h3 - lU; 2173.50 1560.90 1288.1+0 851+.10
hh - 1;5 21+92.80 1912.20 11+66.30 1100.20
- U6 21+26.90 1963.50 11+82.10 1258.00
h6 - I;7 250^.90 2051+.30 11+92.10 1363.20
TABLE 7
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEVELS OF THE COMBINED AVERAGES ANNUAL SAURIES
FOR ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS OF SHELBY COUNTY
FROM I9U7 THROUGH 1958*
Year White Men White Women Negro Men Negro Women
li7 - US $2793.10 $2129.00 $1686.80 $iUU7.Uo
US - U9 2S23,10 2129.00 1739.50 IU9I.30
U9 - 50 2S13.10 2535.20 2093.80 1827.70
^0 - 51 3029.90 255U.60 2138.UO 1867.60
01 - 52 3009.90 2575.50 2229.90 I9U2.UO
^2 - 53 3007.20 2609.SO 2316.UO 203U.60
53 - 5U 3273.92 2822.36 2553.27 228O.2U
5U - 55 3306.02 2802.66 2706.32 2306.98
55 - 56 3U96.30 2988.10 2857.U2 2502.32
56 - 57 351s.27 31U6.5U 306U.30 272U.U7
1
57 - 5S 3703.7U 3U60.19 3329.72 30IU.25
^Salary averages for elementary and high school were carried separately
before 19U7 but are now combined in the superintendent's records.
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teachers' salaries ranged from a low of $llli7.U0 to a high of $3011;.2^
in 1957-1958. The salaries of the Negro teachers showed an increase from
year to year during the 19l;7-19U8 period.
During the past three years, the beginning teacher's salary has
been increased by $759> giving a beginning teacher with a bachelor's de¬
gree a minimum of $3100 aimually. Plans are underway to increase this
minimum $3300 for the 1959-1960 school year. Also, proportionate in¬
creases are scheduled for experienced personnel.
Plants and Facilities
School plants and facilities are necessary factors in growth of
an educational enterprise and should be given mush consideration in plans
for schools designed to meet the needs of boys and girls.
The plants and facilities in Shelby Coiinty for Negro boys and girls
had a very humble and meager beginning. Some of the schools began in
churches, namely, Jerusalem Baptist Church, Plunkett Chapel and White's
Chapel, White's Chapel is the only one that still exists. The Twelfth
District School (now known as Gapleville) and Millington Colored School
(now known as E, A. Harrold) began in masonic lodge halls. Later, better
school buildings were built with the Julius Rosenwald Fund.
Seeing the need for more schools, the Shelby County Board of Edu¬
cation constructed white frame buildings trimmed with gray, A few of
these still exist.
With present day demands, the one-room "coiintry" school is a thing
of the past in Shelby County, All of the schools now could be more pro¬
perly called "suburban schools,'*^
With the shift of school population toward other areas in the county
and with the consolidation of schools, there are some schools which do not
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exist today; namely, Anthony Chapel, Brooks Avenue, Hamner-Taylor, Hick¬
ory Hill, Holmes-Serry, Friendship, Fullview, Mt. Sinai, and Shady Grove,
The twenty-two schools for Negroes in Shelby County are identified
as to location and a brief history, in the paragraphs Immediatly below.
For twenty-two schools for Negroes and the twenty-seven schools
for whites in Shelby County, Tennessee are pin-pointed on Map 1, page 37«
The contrast in the school facilities of yesteryears and today are por¬
trayed also, A brief description of each of the twenty-two schools are
given under appropriate captions in the separate paragraphs iraniediately
below,
Arlington,— Arlington Elementaiy School is located in Arlington, Ten¬
nessee, near Highway # 70, It is an elementary school with grades 1 -
8, The school is approximately 27 miles from Men^jhis,
Barret's Chapel,— Barret's Chapel on Goodwin Road near Arlington, Ten-
essee. The school was formerly an elementary school. According to Mrs,
Reba Hofftaan, the wife of the principal of Barret's, the first class of
twelfth grade graduates was in 1929,
The school was destroyed by fire in 193U and later was rebuilt.
In i960, most of the buildings on the campus were destrcyed again by
fire. The school was again rebuilt with modem brick boiildings, includ¬
ing a beautiful gymnasium,
Bartlett School,— Barlett School is located on Shelby Road in Barlett,
Tennessee, This school is a white frame biiilding. It is an elementary
school. However, this was the last year for this school to be in session.
The principal, Mr, Grinner was assigned as principal to another school.




















11. ELMORE PARK (1-6)
12. GRACEIAND (1-8)
13. GRAVES (1-8)
14. ISLAND FORTY (1-8)
15. GEORGE R. JAMES (1-8)
16. E. E. JETER (1-8)
17. LEVI (1-8)
18. LUCY (1-7)
19. M. C. WILLIAMS (1-12)
20. MILLINGTON (1-12)


















37. FORD ROAD (1-6)
38. GEETER (1-12)
39. L A. HARROLD (1-8)
40. MITCHEU ROAD (7-10)






46. SPRING HILL (1-8)
47. WEAVER (1-8)
48. WELLS (1-8)
49. WHITE’S CHAPEL (1-8)
Schools in planning stage
A through F—schools which will be built bjr September 1,
1959
G through J—where the County Board of Education owns sites
or is negotiating for purchase of sites
A. White’s Chapel—new negro elementary school, to replace
an old one
B. New negro elementary school (unnamed) for Walker Homes
SuMivision area
C. New negro elementary school (unnamed) near Holmes
Road
D. White 9-grade school in the Levi community
E. White elementary school at Raines & Neely (Neely Road
School)
F. Hester Road School (white elementary) near Whitehaven
G. White elementary school—site bought on intersection of
Knight & Arnold
H. White elementary school near Craft & Orleans
I. White elementary school near Holmes & Millbranch
J. White elementary school near Winchester & Airways





The teachers will receive other assignments#
Bridgewater,— Bridgewater is an elanentary school located not far from
Cordova, Tennessee#
Brunswick#— Brunswick School is located near Highway # 70 in Brunswick,
Tennessee# The school is an elementary school with grades 1-8#
Capleville#— Capleville School was known as District #12 School# Gaple-
ville is located approximately twelve miles woutheast of Meit^jhis, in the
southeastern section of Shelby County# Capleville School was built in
two units, one frame and the other brick# The school was formerly an ele¬
mentary school; now it is a high school with a modem brick building and
a gymnasim#
Colliersville #— Collierville School is located near Collierville, Ten¬
nessee. It is an elementary school with grades 1-8# A modem brick
has recently been constructed to replace the old buildings#
Eads#— Eads School is located on U# S, Highway #6U near Eads, Tennessee#
This school was formerly a frame building. In the summer of 1961 the
school was bricked# It is an elementary school with grades 1-8, with
six teachers#
Ford Road#— Ford Road School is located on Ford Road in the J# E. Walker
Homes' Sub-division about 8 miles southwest of Menphis, Tennessee. The
school is a modem brick stmcture which was constmcted in 19^8# It is
an elementary school with grades 1-6, with U3 teachers#
Geeter#— Geeter High School is located at U61i9 Homlake Road. Geeter
High School was named in honor of the late Mr. Geeter, who donated the
land on which the school is bviilt# In 1921 Geeter was an elementary school
with an enrollment of 1^0 pupils and three teachers and the principal. Dr#
Joseph W. Falls#
Ui
In 1931, Geeter became a high school; there were lU graduates in
the first class.
Geeter was the first county school to have county-operated school
buses for Negroes. The first Negro school in Shelby Covinty to have a
brick building. The credit goes to Dr, Falls and a student, Norfleet
Robinson.
At present, Mr, T, J, Toney is the principal and there are eight
modem brick buildings,
E. A, Harrold.— E, A, Harrold School is located near Millington, Ten¬
nessee, It was formerly called Millington Colored School and held classes
in a masonic haH, It was rebuilt and named for a prominent citizen, a
Mr, E, A, Harrold, It was at one time a high school but due to the shift
in school population, it was changed back to an elementary school, Mr,
Gomell Wells is the principal,
Mitchell Road,— Mitchell Road School is located on Mitchell Road in the
Walker Homes vicinity. It was constructed a two-story brick. It has a
gymnasium. This school is located where the school population is growing
very rapidly. Another brick building was constructed recently to meet
the demands of a fast growing school population in that section. The
school is a high school with grades 7-12, It is the newest high school
in the county and the only county high school with a football team, Mr,
Alonzo Weaver is the principal.
Mount Plsgah,— Mount Pisgah School is located near Cordova, Tennessee,
It is a high school with grades 1-12, It has modem brick buildings
with a gymnasium, Mr, Searcy Harris is the principal,
Neshoba.— Neshoba Elementary School is located in Germantown, Tennessee
slightly east of the heart of town on the old poplar Pike, It is of frame
construction, recently remodeled to house a library, cafeteria, ten class¬
rooms, and a principal's office.
Oakville.— Oakville Elementary School is located near Highway # 78 and
is a brick structure with grades 1-6. In 1961i, the city limits of Menir-
phis was extended and Oakville became a city school.
Shadowlawn.— Shadowlawn Elementaiy School is located on Shadowlawn Road,
This is not far from EUendale, Tennessee. Fullview School was consoli¬
dated with the Shadowlawn School. A brick structure was constructed to
house the combined school. It was destroyed by lightning in the summer
of I96U but was rebuilt.
Shelby County Training.— Shelby County Training School or Woodstock High
School is located on Woodstock-Cuba Road in the Woodstock Community.
Woodstock was a boarding school at one time. The boys and girls, who
boarded could pay for their board with money or they could work or bring
produce to pay for their board, Woodstock has rendered service to its
community for at least $0 years, Mr, Roddy, who became principal in 1927,
retired this year,
Woodstock has two frame buildings and three brick buildings.
Spring Hill,— Spring Hill School is located not far from Raleigh, Ten¬
nessee, It is an elementary school with grades 1-8,
Weaver,— Weaver School is located on Weaver Lane, west of Whitehaven,
Tennessee, It is an elementary school with grades 1-8, The building
is frame.
Wells,— Wells School is located not far from Eads, Tennessee, It is an
elementary school with grades 1-8, This was also the last session for
this school
2^3
White's Chapelt— White's Chapel is located not far from Highway #6l.
White's Chapel had its beginning in a church* Later, a frame building
was erected. In 1958> a new building was built to replace the old one.
Walker,— Walker Elementary School is located in the Walker Homes' area.
This school is a modem brick and was built to take care of the suddenly
booming school population of families moving in this area bo buy homes.
It is an elementary school with grades 1-6,
Lftkeview,— Lakeview Elementary School is located on Holmes Road, This
school was constructed in I960. The "Lakeview Garden Homes" used this
school for their community.
Every permanent school center in Shelby Coimty, Tennessee has had
new buildings, additions or cou^lete renovation since 19U7, Shell:y County
school buildings are now in the best condition in history.
The Shelby County School System in 19U8 found itself faced with the
immediate necessity of vast expansion to take care of the suddenly booming
population. Fortunately, Shelby Cotmty had practically no school bond in¬
debtedness and thus it was able to take full advantage of the first Shelby
County School bond issue in 20 years.
There are 22 Negro schools and one convalescent home. Of these 22
schools, five are high schools and 17 are elementary schools. Standards
and qualifications for all school plant personnel have been raised and
training meetings are scheduled regularly for the custodial staff so that
the care of the buildings and grounds may be standarized. Maintenance of
the buildings is directed from a central shop.
Plant facilities, including equipment, are insured against the
hazards of fire and windstorm under a 90 per cent coinsurance plan, ex¬
ceeding the state recommendations of 80 per cent. County school properties
'also have extended coverage protection and insurance against vandalism.
Socio-economic factors that influenced enrollment in the Shelby
County Schools.— The socio-economic factors that have influenced the
enrollment in Shelby County, Tennessee are listed in the following para¬
graphs.
Lack of the enforcement of the con^julsory school law - there were
con^julsory school laws, but no one to enforce them. Consequently, a lot
of children of school age were not in school.
The low economic status of parents have caused some children to
depend upon the school rather than upon the socio-economic status of
their parents to help them.
Parents' attitudes toward the school have been negative, rather
than positive. Some parents refuse to make the supreme sacrifice to
send their children to school and to cooperate with the program of the
school.
The first half of the 20th centuiy in the United States has been
characterized by a great deal of social nobility. As a part of the move¬
ment of these people, as it affects the people in Shelby County, the pro¬
portion of the people living in rural area have declined with more people
living in large urban centers.
Lack of variety of elective courses in the curriculum - most of
the schools do not have enough elective courses in the curriculum, causing
some students to transfer to other schools.
During World War II, there were an increasing number of babies bom.
The roads in Shelby County were improved from the "country" dirt
roads to black-topped surface, which Ir^jroved the bus transportation for
the county schools, making it easier for the bus driver to pick up his
passengers.
During 195U, most of the "one and two" teachers were consolidated
with the largest school nearest its location*
There was a spectular increase of ownership in homes among Negi*oes
in 1952, when Dr. J* E. Walker, a prominent businessman, opened a new sub¬
division in wouthwest Shelby County, known as the "Walker Homes," Over
3,000 families bought homes in this new sub-division. In i960 the Lake-
view Garden Homes were built in the southern part of Shelby County,
The growing economic competence of the state and Shelby County is
reflected in the enormously in5)roved support of education in the county.
The decline of agriculture and the consequent decreasing propor¬
tion of the population living on farms have been partially offset by the
increasing numbers of persons working in cities and living in rural
places, Shelby County has been a leader in the swift transition from the
old all-agrictilture economy to our new economy of industry. The geograph¬
ical location of Shelby County will continue to play a big part in its
industrial growth.
School enrollment for Negro elementary schools in Shelby County, Ten¬
nessee from 193U"19i4ii,~~ The data on school enrollment for Negro ele-
mentaiy schools in Shelby County, Tennessee are presented in Table 8,
The total enrollment in the elementary schools ranged from a low of 6,286
in I9UI; to a high of 9,072 in 19U2, The avers^e enrollment for the ten
year period was k,^92»l for the boys, U,599,7 for the girls, and 9,191,8
for the total enrollment in the elementary school.
The boysJ enrollment in elementary schools ranged from a low of
3111i in 19i4l- to a high of 14^73 in 193Uj whereas, the enrollment of the
Negro girls in elementary schools ranged from a low of yi$k in iphh to
-a high of kh^6 in 193k • For the ten year period from 193U to 19Uii, there
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TABLE 8
DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE NEGRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
SHELBY COUNT!, TENNESSEE FROM 193k - 19hh
Year Boys Girls Total
193U 14^73 hh$6 8929
1935 i;371 hko^ 8776
1936 U3U8 hhOl 8755
1937 li286 U339 8625
1938 hohh l4.0l;6 8090
1939 U033 U002 8035
19U0 3987 3909 7896
19U1 liii35 khOl 8836
19U2 U530 U5U2 9072
19U3 U300 U336 8636
19UU 31lU 3l5ii 6268
TOTAL 1;5,921 15,997 91,918
AVERAGE U,592.1 U, 599.7 9,191.8
were U5,921 Negro ‘boys enrolled in Shelby County elementary schools;
whereas, there were U5,997 Negro girls enrolled in Shelby County ele¬
mentary schools, with a difference of 76 in favor of the girls. How¬
ever, the enrollment of the boys in elementary schools in Shelby County
exceeded that of the girls in 193U, 1939, 19U0, and 19Ul,
School Enrollment for Negro high schools in Shelby County, Tennessee from
193U - 19UU>-‘- The data on school enrollment for Negro high schools in
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TABLE 9
DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL ENROLIMENT OF THE NEGRO HIGH SCHOOLS OF
SHELBI COUNTY, TENNESSEE FROM 193U -
Year Boys Girls Total
193h 191 191 382
1935 138 2lli 352
1936 196 305 501
1937 193 288 l;8l
1938 177 293 hlO
1939 177 288 U63
I9U0 179 283 U62
I9UI 21U U23 637
19i;2 210 1;08 618
19U3 200 303 503
19hh 265 Uoo 665
TOTAL 2ll;0 339U 553I1
AVERAGE 2lli 339.U 553 .li
in Shelby County, Tennessee are presented in Table 9* The total enroll¬
ment in the high school ranged from a low of 352 in 1935 to a high of
665 in 19hh» The average enrollment for a ten year period is 2lU for
the boys, 339•h for the girls, and 553•U for the total enrollment in
the high school.
The school enrollment of Negro high school boys ranged from a low
of 138 in 1935 to a high of 265 in ipUtj whereas, the enrollment for Negro
high school girls ranged from a low of 191 in 193U to a high of h23 in
19Ul. For the ten year period from 193U to 19UU, the total enrollment
for Negro high school boys was 211;0 and the enrollment for Negro high
school girls was 339U, with a difference of l,2Sh in favor of the girls.
The writer thinks that the reason the enrollment of the girls in high
school exceeded that of the boys in high schools was attributed to World
War II. Many of the boys were in the armed forces. Table 9 also shows
that there were more boys and girls enrolled in high schools in the latter
part of the ten year period than in the beginning of the ten year periodj
whereas, the boys and girls enrolled in the elementary showed a decrease
in the latter part of the ten year period.
Average daily attendance of the Negro boys and girls in the elementary
schools of Shelby County, Tennessee from 193U - 19UU>— The data on the
distribution of average daily attendance of Negro boys and girls in ele¬
mentary schools in Shelby County from 193U through 1914; are presented in
Table 10. The average daily attendance for the elementary school ranged
from a low of 1;690 in 1914; to a high of 7l;l6 in 19l;2. During the ten year
period the average daily attendance was 3708.7 for the boys, 37l;7.3 for
the girls, and 7l;56 for the total average daily attendance in the elemen¬
tary school.
The daily average attendance of the boys in the elementary schools
of Shelby County, Tennessee ranged from a low of 232^ in 1914; to a high
of 3702 in 19l;2j whereas, the daily average attendance of girls in the
elementary schools of Shelby County, Tennessee ranged from a low of 2365
in 1914; to a high of 3711; in 19i;2. For the ten year period from 1931; -
1914;, the total average daily attendance for the boys was 3708.7, and
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TABLE 10
DISTRIBUTION OF AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE OF THE NEGRO ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE FROM 193U -
Year Boys Girls Total
193U 368U 3667 7351
1935 3^82 3669 7251
1936 3519 3578 7097
1937 3336 3U23 6759
1938 3163 3231 639U
1939 3335 33U9 668U
19i;0 328ii 3318 6602
19lil 36U6 3612 72^8
19h2 3702 3IlU 7Ul6
19h3 35n 35U7 7058
19hh 2325 236^ k690
TOTAL 37,087 37,U73 71,560
AVERAGE 3.708.7 3,7U7.3 7,1;56
the total average daily attendance for the girls was 37,U73 with a dif¬
ference of 386 in favor of the girls.
Average daily attendance of the Negro boys and girls in high schools in
high schools in Shelby County, Tennessee from 193U - 19UU»—‘ The data on
distribution of average daily attendance of Negro boys and girls in high
schools in Shelby County from 193U - 19UU are presented in Table 11,
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TABLE 11
DISTRIBUTION OF THE AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE OF THE NEGRO HIGH
SCHOOLS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE FROM 193U - 19hh
Year Boys Girls Total
193h 158 158 316
1935 105 181 286
1936 163 238 1+01
1937 ll+O 217 357
1938 H+l 231+ 375
1939 li+l+ 237 381
19Uo 137 229 366
19Ul 172 381 553
19U2 177 375 552
19lt3 167 270 1+37
1914+ 223 358 581
TOTAL 1727 2878 1+605
AVERAGE 172.7 287.8 1+60.5
The average daily attendance in the high school ranged from a low of
286 in 1935 to a high of 581 in 19iUi. During the ten year period the
average daily attendance was 172,7 for the boys, 287,8 for the girls,
and U60,5 for the total average daily attendance in the high school.
The daily average attendance of the boys in the high schools of
Shelby County, Tennessee ranged from a low of 105 to a high of 223 in
19UUj whereas, the daily average attendance of girls in the high schools
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of Shelby County, Tennessee ranged from a low of 1^8 in 193U to a high
of 381 in 19Ul* The total daily average attendance from 193U through
I9UI; for Negro boys in Shelby County was 1,727; whereas, the average daily
attendance for the girls in Shelby County was 2,878, a total of U6o5, with
a difference of l,l5l in favor of the girls.
Trend in Transportation
Accordit^ to the Tennessee Department of Education's annual report
which states:
Be it enacted that transportation may be
provided for groups of children of school sige
who live more than two miles from the school
building by the nearest accessible route whenever
in the judgment of the County Board of Educa¬
tion such transportation can be economically
provided or whenever the efficiency of the
school or schools can be improved thereby; pro¬
vided that neither the state nor the munici¬
pality shall collect a privilege tax from the
driver of any horse-drawn or motor vehicle who
has a contract with the County Board of Educa¬
tion to transport the children of any community
to and from school, unless such driver should
carry other persons than school children for
profit; provided further the driver that the
Covinty Board of Education may require the dri¬
ver of any vehicle to make bond in an amount
not less than $500 for the faithful perfor¬
mance of the duties that the,position imposes;
and provided that the driver of any vehicle
shall preserve order among all the children
idiile they are in his custody and shall fol¬
low schedules and cover distances prescribed
by the County Board of Education,^
The annual reports from the office of the Superintendent of
Schools reveal that there was no means of coxmty supported transportation
for Negroes in Shelby County until 1935, Mr, Emmet Geeter was the first
^Tennessee Department of Education, Annual Report (Nashville,
Tennessee Department of Education, 1937), p, 66,
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Negro bus driver with a total cost of $96U,8o to the county. Mr. Geeter
retired last year.
According to a 19^8 report on Shelby Coun;^ Schools in regard to
transportation:
A transportation business of major proportion is operated by
the Shelby County Board of Education in transporting more than 16,000
pupils who live more than 1§ miles from school to their classrooms. The
115 buses cover a total of approximately 8625 miles per day or 1,552,500
miles annually. This is an average of apprcxximately 75 miles per day
1
for each bus.
For 20 years the buses have operated without'a major accident.
This is due to several factors, including drivers' safety meetings held
■Uiree times a year by the Men^jhis Automobile Testing Service and once
annually by the State Department of Education j a requirement that all
bus drivers hold special chaffeur's licenses and pass physical examina¬
tions; and a requirement that after the bus driver reaches the age of
50, he must have semi-annual physical examinations usually in January
2
and August.
The bus driver, who in most cases owns the chassis of the bus
while the Shelby County Board of Education owns the body, is paid on a
salary plus mileage basis. Drivers themselves usually handle discipline
problems on the buses reporting imusual cases to the school principal
and to the parents of the children.
Superintendent Records of Shelby Cotmty Schools, 1958.
^Ibid.
$3
Each unit of the Board of Education's transportation system is
equipped with safety flags and first-aid kits*
Cost of the Shelby County School transportation system approximates
$20 per pupil annually, including inspection, repair and maintenance*
Transportation in Shelby County Schools from 1950-19^1 through I96I-
1962*— The data in Table 12 reveal that the miles the buses made one
way ranged from a low of 2,980 miles in 19^0-1951 to a high of h,9h$ in
1961-1962* The average miles for the twelve year period was U96ii.l*
The number of schools served by buses ranged from a low of 2$ in 19^0
-19^1 to a high of 38 in I96I-I962. The average number of schools served
for the twelve year period was 3U*
The number of school buses used ranged from a low of 71 in 1950-
1951, to a high of 122 in I96I-I962. The average number of buses used
for the twelve year period was 98.
The number of pupils transported ranged from a low of 10,Ult9 in
1950-1951 to a high of 18,020 in I96I-I962. The average number of pu¬
pils transported for the twelve year period was lU,U27,U.
The total cost for operating the school buses ranged from a low
of $17U,liU7.5U in 1950-1951 to a high of $397,lU0.91 in 1959-1960. The
average annual cost for the operation of the buses for the twelve year
peid.od was $291,323.3it* '
The data in Table 12 indicate that there was a progressive in¬
crease in miles traveled, number of schools served, number of buses used,
number of pupils transported, and total cost of transportation for the
Negro school population during the period of 1950-1962*
TABLE 12
DISTRIBUTION OF TRANSPORTATION OF THE SHELBT COUNTY SCHOOLS















50 - 51 2,980 25 71 10,liU9 $17li,lili7.5U
^1 - 52 3,290 25 79 12,022 209,0l|2.22
52 - 53 3,U97 29 80 13,095 220,370.I|6
53 - 5U 3,U73 35 82 13,721 235,280.36
51i. - 55 3,76U 37 83 ill, 660 251,823.00
55 - 56 li,l53 35 92 I6,ii72 301,5U5.81
56 - 57 U,375 38 102 17,098 320,177.16
57 - 58 U,677 36 in 17,366 353,731.07
58 - 59 U,687 33 in I6,14i6 3lili, 615.85
59 - 60 i;,88U 37 116 16,61i3 397,lli0.91
60 - 61 U,8U5 ho n8 17,037 383,860.32
61 - 62 ii,9U5 38 122 18,020 303,831i.1i6
TOTAL 59,570 U08 1,167 173,129 $3,Ii95,88o.17
AVERAGES U96U.I 3k 98 Ui,li27.1i $291,323.3)1
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Trends in Curriculum Development
Curriculum planning is the orderly study and in^jrovement of
schooling in the light of objectives. It refers not only to long-term
developments affecting many students, but to immediate actions affect¬
ing but a few. Nor does curriculum planning necessarily lead to the
adoption of "new" or "modem" educational practices. While this may
take place in some cases, it is also possible that present practices
win be retained or that some practices previously abandoned will be
restored.
The curriculum consists of the means of instruction used by the
school to provide opportunities for student learning experiences lead¬
ing to desired learning outcomes. In most present-day discussion and
writing, these means of instruction include the classroom studies, the
guidance or counseling program, school and community services, school-
related work experience, school health services, school camps, the school
library, and those activities known as "extracurricular" or "extra-
class,"^
The Shelby County School System is comitted to providing equal
educational opportunities for all children, to take them as far along
the road of education as possible in the twelve years of their lives
which are given to primary and secondary education.
Accepting individual differences among teachers as well as among
students, administrators of the Shelby County School: System encourage
individualized procedures within this fundamental pattern of instruction:
^Edward A, Krug, Curriculum Planning (New York: Harper and
Brothers, 19^7), p. 3,
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(1) Presentation and explanation of material
(2) Directed silent reading
(3) Oral discTission, based on the silent reading
(U) Reading aloud to clarify and engjhasize the sub^ ct
matter
(5) Follow-up activity for enriching and evaluating the
learning expeidence or for developing specific skills
Organization of instruction follows the basic program of the State
Department of Education. For elementary schools, this results in a divi¬
sion of the students' energies into these five blocks of curricilar ex¬
periences: (1) Social Studies, (2) Language Arts, (3) Health and
Physical Education, (h) Skills, (mathematics), and (5) the Arts,
State requirements for the high schools are: (1) a year of
mathematics, (2) four years of English, (3) a year of American History,
(1:) a unit of Health and Physical Education and (5) nine electives with
a total of 15 imits based on one major and two minors in addition to four
years of English, A major is three or more years in the same subject
area, while a itiinor is two years in the same siibject area.
In addition to meeting these requirements, the school is expect¬
ed to develop an instructional program in keeping with pupil needs and
is encouraged to develop a curriculum as broad as enrollment and pupil
interest will justify.
Further broadening of the educational program is made possible
by one or more music teachers for each high school, permitting special
training in vocal and instrumental music at the high school level.
There are additional music teachers provided for elementary schools as
each student may have music at least twice a week. Efforts also are
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being made to provide special teachers of art to supplement the art in¬
struction offered as an integrated part of classroom work.
The challenge faced by any school syston - providing a learning
environment for the broad mass of students who fall into the amorphous
category of normal learning ability - is coit5)licated by the now recog¬
nized need for providing maximum development of the expecially gifted
student and for training educable, retarded pupils.
At several schools, for exair5)le, special organizations to foster
advanced learning in science have been formedj they attract both the
more advanced students in scientific subjects and members of the community
whose interest is in that direction. Thus, students interested in such
extra-curricular learning are brought into contact with scientific men
and women not connected with the school system.
Extra-curricular activities are considered a valuable part of the
curriculum when the function as a part of the instructional program.
This policy is based on the well-established principle that a pupil's
ability to use the knowledge he acquires is in direct ratio to his emo¬
tional stability and his adjustments to a social group.
School bands, cheerleader groups, choral groups all have a place
in providing opportunity for pupil growth in the areas of special in¬
terest. Assembly programs in the school are being used increasingly as
an extended part of classroom work, giving pupils opportunity of sharing
with other pupils and with parents the results of their classroom acti¬
vities •
Every effort is made to avoid the stigma of "frill" by making cer¬
tain that extra-curricular activities are wisely administered and carried
on with a minimum loss of classroom time.
CHA.PTER III
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Rationale
Education as a process is the means by which human beings are
changed from what they are to what they may become.
One of the greatest problems facing all of us today is the evalua¬
tion of educational aims, content, and procedures. No one can evaluate
properly that which he possesses unless he sees it in histoidcal perspec¬
tive, He must know "whence it came and whiter it goeth," Prophetic
vision for the future depends upon a thorough understanding and intelli¬
gent interpretation of the past. No one can play a successfiil part in
developing the educational system for the future unless he knows; (1)
how changes in man's physical, social, economic, and political environ¬
ments have changed his philosophies of life; (2) how changed philosophies
of life have changed his educational needs; (3) how changed educational
needs have changed his conception of education; (1;) how changed educa¬
tional conceptions have altered the content of the curriculum, methods
of teaching, and school practices in general.
The study of the educational system of any people must tsike cog¬
nizance of their physical, social, and political backgrounds, for their
education is usually influenced by what their leading thinkers conceive
to be necessary for adaptation to these conditions. In order to evaluate




the resultant educational theories as formulated by their best minds.
Any study of the history must necessarily be broader than itselfj
it could just as well be called the history of civilization. Even the
history of educational practice is essentially a phase of the history of
civilization. But the true history of civilization is not found in the
history of its schools or its educational ideals. The highest level of
a people's civilization is reached in its spiritual aspirations and not
in its material accomplishments, great as these may be. The educational
conceptions and ideals of a people provide a clearer estimate of the
civilizing forces at work among that people. From them we are able to
form a better picture of their society and of the general standards of
life and character which they may consciously attained or toward which
they consciously strove.
Statement of the Problem
The problem in this study was to trace the development of Negro
education in Shelby County, Tennessee for the period 1865 - 1965 focus¬
ing attention on pertinent sociological changes, general facilities
existing in Negro Schools during this study, certain characteristics of
the administration, staff and other personnel, outstanding lay persona¬
lities associated with the growth and development of schools.
Purpose of the Study
The major purpose of this study was to present a portrayal of the
significant changes in the educational progress which have taken place
in the Negro Public Schools of Shelby County, Tennessee, during the period
^Elmer Harrison Wilds, The Foundations of Modem Education (New
fork: Rinehart and Conqjai^, Inc,, 1956), p, 5,
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of 1865 - 1965 by answering these questions:
1. What was the historical setting of Negro education in Shelby
County, Tennessee?
2, Who were the pioneers and what were their contributions to
Negro public school education in Shelby County?
3* What was the development of Negro public schools in terns
of organizational levels?
U, What was the development of plants and facilities for
Negroes in the public schools in Shelby County?
5. What was the trend in the status of the teaching personnel
in the Shelby Comty Schools?
6. What were the socio-economic factors that influenced the
development of public school education in Shelby County?
7. What is the future outlook for Negro education in Shelby
County?
8. What have been the trends in enrollment, average daily
attendance, and per cent of attendance in the Negro schools
during the 1865 - 1965 period?
9« What have been the trends of pupil-transportation for Negroes
during the period of 1865 - 1965?
10. What have been the effects, or inpact of urbanization and in¬
dustrialization on the growth and development of schools for:
Negroes in Shelby County?
11. What have been the trends in the development of curriculum
programs in the Negro schools of Shelby County, Tennessee?
12. What have been the trends of financial support for education
in Shelby Covmty, Tennessee during the period 1865 - 1965?
Definition of Terms
The significant terms which are used throughout this study are de¬
fined below,
1, "County School System" refers to the unit of public schools
within a political county, supervised and directed by its
own administrative personnel,
"Educational Personnel" refers to all teachers, principals,
and supervisors together with the superintendent and school
2.
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board members •whenever possible.
3. "Curriculum Program" refers to a program involving the
entire school personnel designed to in5)rove the experiences
of pupils by modifying or improvir^ any aspect of the
school.
it,. "Consolidated School" refers to a large school unit vdiich
has been made possible by the merger of two or more smaller
school units.
5. "Transportation" refers to the provision of buses either
owned by the School Board or paid by the school board which
are used to convey pupils to and from school.
6. "Urbanization" refers to the processes and social structure
of persons living ■within the confines of a city.
Locale and Research Design
The significant aspects of the locale and research design of this
study are characterized below:
1. Locale - The locale of this study was in Shelby County,
Tennessee and in Mert5>his, Tennessee,
2. Period of btudy - This research was carried out during the
summers of 1965 and 1966,
3. Subjects - The subjects were the educational personnel, and
citizens directly and indirectly concerned -with the Shelby
County Schools, 186$ - 1965.
U. Instruments - The instruments used to collect the necessary
da'ta for this study ■were: (a) school records, (b) Annual
Reports of the Superintendent (c) 1958 Report on Shelby
County Schools (d) Records from State Department, and
interviews•
5. Method of research - The Descriptive-Siirvey and Historical
methods of research; (a) official records, (b) interviews,
map, and pictures were used to collect the needed data,
6. Criterion of reliability - The "criterion of reliability"
for appraising the data was the (a) accuracy and authenticity
of the records, (b) interviews, and (c) map and pictures
of the subjects and b\iildings which constituted the sources
of data,
7. Treatment of data - The data obtained from (a) official re¬
cords, (b) report on Shelby Cpunty Schools, interviews were
■tabulated and presented in appropriate tables, which in turn
were interpreted, with the results as reported in Chapter II,
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8« The summary of the data will follow this pattern:
(a) Origin and Early Development of Negro Education
in Shelby County
(b) Trends in Status of Teaching Personnel
(c) Trends in Plant Personnel
(d) The Socio«£conomio Factors that Influence the
Development of Public Education
(e) Trends in Enrollment
(f) Trends in Average Dally Attendance
Trends in Transportation
(h) Trends in Currlcultun Development
(i) Tables 1-12
In the subsequent sections of the present chapter will be found
in the order listed, the suraraaiy of related literature, summary of find¬
ings, conclusions, and recommendations as derived from the analysis of
intexpretations of the data*
Summary of Related Literature
The related literature pertinent to this research is here svimmarized
in the generalized statements to follow:
1* Terry states that Vhen stiKiying the development of a situa¬
tion one needs to have in mind the direction of which this
development should take* Thb growth and development of a
nation depends to a large extent on its system of education*
2* Chaney points out the factors that influenced the growth of
Negro education are: Philanthropic agencies of educational
foundations such as the Peabody Fund, the Anna T* Jeans*
Fund, the General Board of Education, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
and the John Slater Fund*
3* Henry found that during early stages of development, the
primary level of ptiblio school instruction in Alabama was
very much disorganized; also there were no uniform text¬
books* By 1950# however, textbooks were furnished free
throT:^h the sixth grade*
U* Landers states that the Negro teacher is the center of the
problem of giving an education to Negro children* Teacher
demand among Negroes is not determined by need, but by the
practical consideration of a slowly expanding system*
5* Greenbezg relates that the past decade has made the school
a pivotal factor of great controversy. Pressure groups,
the family, the community, the church, and the government
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have all played a significant role in redirecting the educa¬
tional program of our schools,
6, Embree states that Julitis Rosenwald's interest in rural Negro
schools dates back from 1912 as donor of small amounts to
major contributions made for the ir^jrovement of educational
facilities of Southern Negroes,
7, Bond points out that in October of 1868, Civil District No,
12, Montgomery County, (including the city of Clarksville,
Tennessee organized a system of graded schools both for
white and colored children, with an attendance of about
500, instructed by ten teachers. By 1873, practically every
city and town in Tennessee was supporting a public school
for Negroes,
8, Knight quotes, "A knowledge of the history of schools and
other educational agencies is an ir^^orteuit part of the
professional training of teachers; it serves to present
the educational ideals and standards of other times, and
it enables different groups to avoid the mistakes of the
past,"
9, Chaney states that one of the greatest factors in the de¬
velopment of Negro education, is that of the eagerness of
Negroes to aid in the development of the educational system,
10, The Tennessee Educational Bulletin reports that the majority
of the children in Tennessee have or will have frequent con¬
tacts with other races. The 1930 census showed that the
Negro population was approximately ten per cent of the total
population of the state. During the past twenty years, there
has been a trend in the migration of the Negro pop\d.ation to¬
ward urban centers in Tennessee, as well as in other sections
of the country,
11, Henry relates that in 1913 the first county training school
was established for Negroes in Alabama with the help of the
John F. Slater Fund,
12, Morgan found that Negroes have not merely been excluded from
many aspects of the American present, but also from the
American past. History, school texts, and American litera¬
ture have ignored the Negroes presence or locked him to the
meaningless roles that are vestiges of slavery,
13, Landers found that the in^irovement of teachers must depend
upon a greater degree of selection exercised in teacher
training institutions with regard to persons certified by
them for teaching positions,
lU, A study of the Negro as a citizen and his contribution to
American life is justifiable in Tennessee on the grounds
that the acquiring ef knowledge and appreciation of other
people is basic to intelligent race adjustment.
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Findings
A summary of the basic findings of this research is presented be¬
low luider appropriate data-captions.
Origin and early development of Negro education in Shelby County,—
Little, if anything, was done for public education in Shelby County be¬
fore 1870* During this year, in accordance with the code of Tennessee
and an act of the Legislature passed in July, I87O, the school popula¬
tion was enumerated in part, but as the school records are incongjlete,
a full history is \uiattainable«
At the beginning of the year I886, the school popvilation was white
males, 7,591, white females, 6,781, total white children lii,378j color¬
ed males 9,813, colored females 9,777, making a total of 19,950 color¬
ed children.
The nuniber of school houses in the county was II18, of which one
was a stone structure and lU7 were frame structures* During the year
seven frame school buildings were constructed*
The number of white male teachers eii5)loyed during the year was
17j, white female teachers enqployed duidng the year was ^8, the number
of colored male teachers en5)loyed during the year was ^9, and the number
of colored female teachers en^loyed was 20* There was a total of l5U
teachers enqployed in Shelby County, The number of pupils enrolled d\ir-
ing the year was 10,556, of which the white males numbered 1,829, the
white females numbered 1,778, while the colored-males numbered 3,270
and the colored females numbered 6,338*
The average daily attendance for the white students was U,l66,
the average daily attendance for Negro students was 6,338 making a total
of 10,5oU* The average number of days taught was 120* The average
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compensation was $35 per month.
Some of the first Negro schools in Shelby County, Tennessee were
private schools. There was a private school on Shelby Drive known as
the Rankin School. This school was named for a Mr. Rankin.
The development of the public school system has been characteriz¬
ed by what is commonly known as the "Dual System" of education. The
"Dual System" requires by law the separation of the two races. This
separation involves facilities, teaching staff, and pupils. The separa¬
tion of the white and the Negro children in the provision of educational
opportvinities has led to the fact that the Negro child, his school, and
until very recently his teachers are the first recipients of the unequal¬
ities meted out.
Levels of training of teacher-personnel,— The inprovement of the
teacher-personnel must depend upon a greater degree of selection exer¬
cised in teacher training institutions with regards to persons certified
by them for teaching positions.
Several factors have contributed to the difficulty of finding,
training, and retaining a sufficient nvmiber of con^jetent teachers for
the needs of Shelby County, Tennessee, These may be summed up as:
(1) The lure of higher salaries in industry,
(2) A population increase of nearly a quarter of a million
for expansion of the school systan.
Looking at the teacher-personnel in 1886, we find there were more
Negro men teachers than there were Negro women teachers. In the school
term 1922-1923, there were only three men teachers with college degrees
and 17 women teachers with college degrees. The salary for men teachers
was $67,03, and the salary for women was $56,01, There were 32 men teachers
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and 200 women teachers employed at this time.
The Shelby County Board of Education grants aid to teachers who
make special study for self-improvement. Incentives are offered, too,
for teachers who bring about iit^rovements in the system and its methods,.
The placement of teachers is done by a director of personnel
who conducts preliminary interviews before the applicant is interviewed
by the principal. Final selection is made after a conference between
the personnel director and the-principal, and after both have inter¬
viewed and evaluated the applicant,
Shelby County principals and administrators recommened that the
number of required hours in professional education courses be reduced
from 36 to 2U quarter hours or I6 semester hours.
Fringe benefits for teachers have been added in recent years.
They include participation in Social Security and retirement pains,
hospitalization insurance, group life insurance and a new^sick-leave
plan.
From 1955, the beginning teacher's salary has been increased by
$7^0, giving a beginning teacher with a Bachelor's degree a minium of
$3100 annually. Plans are underway in increase this minimum to 13300
for the school year 19^9 - I960, Also, proportionate increases are
scheduled for experienced personnel.
In general, Shelby County's teachers measure up to high standards,
partly because of the careful selection and supervision policies which
have been in effect for many years. The teachers are a dedicated group,




School plants and facilities are necessary factors in growth of
an educational enterprise and should be given much consideration in
plans for schools designed to meet the needs of boys and girls.
The plants and facilities in Shelby County for Negro boys and
girls had a very humble and meager beginning. Some of the schools be¬
gan in churches, namely; Jerusalem Baptist Church, White's Chapel, and
Plunkett Chapel (Wilson), The Twelfth District School (now known as
Capleville) and Millington Colored School (now known as E. A. Harrold)
began in masonic lodge halls. Later, better school biiildings were built
with money from Julius Rosenwald Fund,
Seeing the need for more and better schools, the Shelby County
Board of Education constructed white frame buildings trimmed with gray,
A few of these buildings still exist.
With present day demands, the one-room "country" school is a thing
of the past in Shelby County. All of the schools: now could be more pro¬
perly called "suburban schools,"
With the shift of school population toward other areas in the
county and with the consolidation of schools, there are some schools which
do not exist today, namely; Anthony Chapel, Brooks Avenue, Hamner-Tay-
lor. Hickory Hill, Holmes-Seriy, Friendship, FuUview, Mt. Sinai, and
Shady Grove,
The twenty-two schools for Negroes and the twenty-seven schools
for whites in Shelby County are pin-pointed on Map I in Chapter II, page
37• The contrast in the school facilities of yesteryear and today are
portrayed in Pictures I and II, pages 38 and 39, respectively, in Chapter
II, A brief description of each of the twenty-two Negro schools was
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E, A. Harrold (1-8)
Shelby Co\mty Training or




Every pemanent school center in Shelby Coixnty has had new build¬
ings, additions or coitgjlete renovation since 19U7. Shelby County school
buildings are now in the best condition in history.
Standards and qualifications for all plant personnel have been
raised and meetings are scheduled regularly for the custodial staff so
that care of the buildings and the grounds may be standardized.
Plant facilities, including eqiiipment, are insured against fire
and windstom under a 90 per cent coinsurance plan, exceeding the state
recommendations of 80 per cent. County school properties also have ex¬
tended coverage protection and insurance against vandalism.
Socio-economic factoid that influenced enrollment in the Shelby
County Schools,— The socio-economic factors that have influenced the
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enrollinent in Shelby County Schools are listed as follows:
1. Lack of enforcement of compulsory school law
2. Low economic status of parents
3. Parents' attitudes
Migration from rural areas to urban areas
5* Lack of variety of elective courses in the curricxO.\im
6, World War II and the increased birth rate
7* Improvement of roads over transportation routes
8. The consolidation movement of 19$h
9- Spectacular increase of ownership in homes among Negroes
help explain the shift in enrollment
10. The growing economic competence of the state and
covinty is reflected in the enormously inproved support
of education in the county
11, The coTinty becoming industrialized rather than remaining
agricultural
Trends in Transportation
The annual reports from the office of the Superintendent of Shelby
County Schools reveal that there was no means of transportation of county
supported transportation for Negroes in Shelby County until 1935. Mr.
Enimit Geeter was the first Negro bus driver in Shelby County. The total
cost to the coxinty was $961:.80. Mr. Geeter retired last year.
A transportation business of major proportion is operated by the
Shelby County Board of Education in Transporting more than 16,000 pupils
who live more than ij miles from school to their classrooms. The ll5
buses cover a total of approximately 8,625 miles per day or 1,552,500
miles annually. This is an average of approximately 75 miles per day for
each bus. For 20 years the buses have operated without a major accident.
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The bus driver, who in most cases owns the chassis of the bus
while the Shelby County Board of Education owns the body, is paid on
a salary plus mileage basis.
Cost of the Shelby County School transportation system approximates
^20 per pt5>il annually, including inspection, repair, and maintenance.
Trends in Curriculum Development
The curriculum consists of the means of instruction used by the
school to provide opportunities for student learning experiences lead-
ing to the desired learning outcomes. In most present-day discussion
and writing, these means of Instruction Include the classroom studies,
the guidance or counseling program, school and coraraunity service projects,
school-related work experience, school health services, school caitps, the
school library, and those activities known as "extracurricular" or "extra*
class
The administrators of the Shelby County School Systran encourage
individualized procedures within this fundamental pattern of instruction:
(1) Presentation and explanation of material
(2) Directed silent reading
(3) Oral discussion, based on the silent reading
(U) Reading aloud to clarify and enphasize the subject matter
(5) Follow-iq) activity for enriching and evaluating the learning
experience or for developing specific skills
Organization of instruction follows the basic program of the State
Department of Education, For elementary schools, this results in a divi¬
sion of the student's energies into five blocks of currlcitLar experiences|
i
Edward A., Krug, CurriculTun Planning (New York: Harper and
Brothers, 1957), p, 3,
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(1) Social Studies, (2) Laiiguage Arts, (3) Health and Physical Educa¬
tion, (U) Skills, (mathematics), and (5) the Arts,
State requirements for the high school are: (l) a year of mathe¬
matics, (2) four years of English, (3) a year of American History, (U)
a unit of Health and Physical Education, and (5) nine electives with a
total of l6 xmits based on one major and two minors in addition to four
years of English* A major is three or more years in the same subject
area, while a minor is two years in the same subject area.
Further broadening of the educational program is made possible
by one or more music teachers for each of the high schools permitting
special training in vocal and instrumental music at the high school level.
There are additional music teachers provided for elementary schools so
that each student may have music at least twice a week.
At several schools special organizations to foster advanced learn¬
ing in science have been formedj they attract both the more advanced stu¬
dents in scientific sub^ cts and members of the community whose interest
is in that direction.
Extra-curricular activities are considered a valuable part of the
instructional program when they function as a part of the instructional
program.
School bands, cheerleader groups, choral groups all have a place
in providing opporttinity for pupil growth in the areas of special interest.
Resume of Quantitative Data
School Enrollment in 1870
(Ages 6-21)
(Table 1)
The data in Table 1 shows that the total enrollment for the white
pupils was 1,7U8 and the total enrollment for the Negro pupils was 2,083,
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with a difference of 335 pupils in favor of the Negro pupils enrolled in
Shelby County, Tennessee during the school yyar of 1870.
School Enrollment by Districts and Race
for Shelby CoTmty, Tennessee, 1871
(Ages 6-l8)
(Table 2)
The data in Table 2 shows that the enrollment of white pupils was
greater than the enrollment for Negroes in the Ninth and Tenth Districts;
whereas, the Negro pupils outnunibered the white pupils in the Third and
Twelfth Districts, The total enrollment for the white pupils was 993
and the total enrollment for the Negro pupils was 92U, with a difference
of 69 In favor of the white pupils enrolled in Shelby County, Tennessee
during the year of 1871.
School Ehrollment by Districts and Race
in Shelby County, Tennessee, 1872
(Table 3)
The summary of data shows that the enrollment of white pupils
ranged from a low of 128 in the Sixteenth District to a high of 236 in
the Fifth District; whereas, the Negroes ranged from a low of 82 in the
Fifth District to a high of 270 in the Sixteenth District, The total
enrollment for the white pupils was 775 and the total enrollment for
the Negro pv^jils was 821, with a difference of 36 in favor of the Negro
pupils enrolled in Shelby County, Tennessee during the school year 1872,
Levels of Training of Negro Teachers in
Shelby County, Tennessee, 19ii5 - 1961
(Table 1;)
The data in Table U shows that Negro men teachers with master's
degrees ranged from a low of 1 in 19U9 ~ 1950 to a high of 13 in i960 -
I96I; whereas, the Negro women teachers with masters' degrees ranged
from a low of 1 in 1953 - 195U to a high of 1$ in 19^9 - i960. The Negro
men teachers with a bachelor's degree ranged from a low of I6 in 19^5 -19U6
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to a high of 96 in i960 - 1961 j whereas, the Negro teachers with a bach¬
elor's degree ranged from a low of 38 in 19U5 - 19U6 to a high of 263 in
i960 - 1961. The men teachers with their bachelor's degree ranged from
a low of 1 to a high of 11, and the women's ranged from a low of 1 to a
high of 10^.
Indices on the Average Annual Salaries of Shelby
Coxmty Elementary Teachers from 193U through 19^17
(Table 5)
The data in Table $ shows that the annual salary of the white male
teachers ranged from a low of $lUU3.60 to a high of S2U0O; whereas, the
white female teachers started with a salary of $1266.80 and increased to
a high of $1809.10, The Negro male teachers ranged from a low of $627.60
to a high of $1272.60, the female Negro teachers ranged from a low of
$55U.OO to a high of $1118,U0,
Average Annual Salaries of Shelby County High School
Teachers from 193U - 19h7
(Table 6)
The data in Table 6 shows the annual salaries of Shelby County
white men teachers ranged from a low of $1718.Uo to a hi^h of $2^05.90}
whereas, the annual salaries of the white teachers ranged from a low of
$1398.liO, to a high of $205U.30, The salary for Negro men high school
teachers ranged from a low of $79U.70 to a high of $1^92.10; whereas,
the Negro women high school teachers started with a low of $U77.29 and
ranged to a high of $1363.20.
Combined Average Annual Salaries for Elementary and High
School Teachers of Shelby County from 19U7 - 19^8
(Table 7)
The data in Table 7 shows that the salary of the white men teachers
ranged from a low of $2793.10 to a high of $3703.7U. The salary for the
white women ranged from a low of $2129,00 tp a high of $3^60,19. The
Negro men teacher's salary ranged from a low of $1686,80 to a high of
$3329.72j whereas, the Negro women teachers' salaries ranged from a low
of $llli7.U0 to a high of $301it,25. The salaries of the Negro teachers
showed an increase from year to year.
School Enrollment of the Negro Elementary Schools
of Shelby County, Tennessee
from 193h - 19Ult
(Table 8)
The data in Table 8 shows the average enrollment for the ten jrear
period was ij.,592.1 for the boys and for the girls It,599.7, and the total
enrollment in the elementary schools was 9,191.8,
School Enrollment of the Negro High Schools of Shelby Coxinty,
Tennessee from 193lt - 19UU
(Table 9)
The data in Table 9 shows the average enrollment for the ten year
period for the high school boys was 2lij., for the girls 339.U, and 553 .U
for the total enrollment in high school.
Average Daily Attendance of the Negro Elementary School
of Shelby County from 193U - 19UU
(Table lO)
The data in Table 10 shows the average daily attendance for the
ten year peidod was 3,708.7 and 3,7i;7.3 for the girls, and 7,U56 for
the total average daily attendance.
Average Daily Attendance in Negro High Schools, Shelby County,
Tennessee, from 193U - 19hh
(Tabl4.ll)
The data in Table H shows the average daily attendance of the Negro
high school boys was 172,7, for the Negro high school girls 287,8, and
i|60,5 for the total enrollment in high school.
School Transportation for Shelby County, Tennessee
from 1950 - 1951 through I96I - 1962
(Table 12)
The data in Table 12 shows the average number of miles that the
1$
school buses traveled per year was U961|«l, the average number of schools
served was 3U and that there were about an average of 98 buses used per
year over this period of time. There was an average of ll;,Ii27.U pxq>il8
transported costing an average of $291,323 *311.
Conclusions
As a aresult of the findings of this study the following conclu¬
sions appear Justified:
1. The academic training of the Negro teachera of Shelby Qounty
has Improved greatly during the period from 1865 - 1965*
2. Although the school buildings and facilities for Negroes in
Shelby County have Improved greatly during the 1865 - 1965
period, they are still lacking in piwrision of facilities,
3. The con5)arison of the total school enrollment with the average
daily attendance indicates that a large per cent of the child¬
ren enrolled are in regtilar attendance.
U. The curriculum has been improved, and is attenpting to meet
the needs of each child.
5, The Shelby County School transportation system is presently
an excellent service which has developed over the years,
6. Negroes in Shelby County, Tennessee have been increasingly
school attendance minded over the years,
Inplications
The inplications stemming from the findings of this study are as
follows:
1, That the awakening social conscience of the citizeim^ of Shelby
County, Tennessee has stimulated the continuing improvement of
the educational enterprise for Negroes,
2, That the inprovement of school facilities and programs has
stimulated increased enrollment and average dally attendance
in the Negro schools of Shelby County, Tennessee,
Recommendations
In the light of the findings of this study the following recommenda¬
tions for the iitprovement of school facilities, personnel and services for
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Negroes in Shelby Covinty, Tennessee:
1. That teachers' salaries should be raised to a level which will
attract and hold well-prepared teacher-personnel# ~
2. That the facilities in the Negro schools shotald be broxight
up to the fullest measure of adequacy possible#
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